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Peter Tannenwald
Tel: 202/857-6024
Fax: 202/857-6395

May 27, 1993

Donna R. Searcy, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Report of Ex bm CommttioD
MM Docket No. 87·268---Dear Ms. Searcy:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206(a)(2) of the Commission's Rules, submitted herewith are

copies of written ex parte communications from officers of the Community

Broadcasters Association to the offices of Chairman Quello, Commissioner Barrett,

and Commissoner Duggan pertaining to the subject matter of the above-referenced

rule making proceeding.

Very truly yours,

~
I .,'

rf. J---"''. - ,,'---,_'---.
f' ~_...... ,.:._~:. .........~.'''''-''~-- ft.. ,
Peier'Tannenwald
Counsel for the Community Broadcasters Association

cc: Dr. Brian F. Fontes
John C. Hollar, Esq.
Robert E Branson, Esq.
Mr. Jud Colley
Mr. D. J. Everett, III

Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn • \V~n, DC
New York, NY • Vienna, VA • Bethesda, MD • Budapest, Hungary • Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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MAY 27 1993

May 26, 1993

Dr. Brlan F. Fofttee
Office of the Chelr.an
FEDERAL COMMUNICA'l'IotfS COMMISSIOII
1919 M Street N.W.
washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Brian:

Thank you, .Joftathon Cohen and Maureen O'Connell very much for
taking the time to meet with our group froe the COmMunity
Broadcasters Association. As we discussed, there are several
pressing issues facing our industry, including:

1. Four letter call s1gns without the extra two-letter
suffix suggested 1n the NPRM in MM Docket No. 93-114N o . w 3 j 
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fact, fulfilling this purpose. To ignore the markets we alone serve
would be an unwarranted disservice to our listeners and a violation
of the fair and equitable frequency distribution principle of
Section 307(b) of the COMMunications Act.

The Chairaan has attended two ot our conventions and is
certainly faMiliar with our indu.try and the markets we are
serving. There are over 1300 low power stations on the air now and
at the present rate of build, we expect the nueer of LP'l'V
stations to exceed the number of full power stations In the not so
distant future. We are providing the service we were created to
provide. We Must have the ear of our regulatory agency just as
much, if not MOre, than full power stations.

Over and over aqaln in legislative hearings and before the
COBDiss!on in rule ..kings, broadcasters have asked for fla level
playing field." LPTV n..ds a level playing field too; we deserve
the riqht to ca.pete and. earn a fair return on our investments. But
while we are willing to compete in the marketplace, our industry is
young and does not have the resources to compete with or mount the
lobbying efforts to which the Commission normally sees in dealing
with the NAB and NCTA. We come to Washington at our individual
expense to keep the Co_ission abreast of the progress of our
industry and to solicit your support in maintaining our econOMic
future. Our requests are not burdensome to other industries or
groups and do not require great Staff efforts from the Commission.
They are reasonable, and they are critical to our industry.

Thanks again for your attention and cooperation. Copies of
this letter will be furnished to the Secretary for inClusion in the
racor of MM Docket Nos. 93-114 and 87-268.

Jud Colley
President
COMMUNITY BROADCAS'l'ERS ASSOCIATION

cc: Peter Tannenwald, Esq.

JC/k
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Mr. John C. Hollar, Esq.
Office of COMMisaioner Duggan
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M StreetN.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

By Facsimile to (202) 632-5171

Dear John:

Thank you very Much for taking the till8 to Meet With our qroup
fr~ the Co-.unity Brpadcasters Association. As we discussed, there
are several pressing issues fac1nq our industry, including:

1. Four letter call signs without the extra two-letter
suffix sugge8ted 1n the NPRM in MM Docket No. 93-114 which
would tag LPTV stations as something different from norMal
television.

2. Reasonable rates for leased acceS5, to make access
realistically available to entities which want to provide
local community programming but have no must-carry rights.

3. Consideration for low power television in the HDTV table
of allotllents.

a. An opportun!ty for LPTV stations to apply for allotted
ATV channels after the close of the Initial filing
period for full power stations.

b. Allowing an LPTV operator to remain on its current
NTSC channel until all other channels u~able for ATV
in the market have been occupied.

c. Allowing LPTV operators to petition. for substitutions
in Lhe ATV allotment table if the substitution would
comply with the ATV separat10n rules and enable the
LPTV station to avoid displacement.

d. An opportunity for LPTV stations to convert frOM NTSC
to ATV after full power stations have been
accommodated and to achieve primary status after such
conversion.

We recognize that NTSC low power stations have been licensed
on a secondary basis with regard to spectrpm use; but we are not
secondary and the Commission never said we should be, in either
service or in the pub11c interest. LPTV was created to fill aaall
and niche Markets gape ignored. by the full power stations for

___ ........... ..... r-. ,..,....... _..." ......... _ ..... ~ .......... ~-.-._
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econoaic or other reasons. we have demonstrated that we are, in
fact, fulfilling this purpose. To ignore the markets we alone ••rve
would be an unwarranted disservice to our listeners and a violation
of the fair cmd equltable frequency distribution principle of
Section 307(b) of the Ca.aunications Act.

We have Met with COMMissioner Duggan on a couple of oceations
and we believe he understands the i~ort8nce our industry. There
are over 1300 low power stations on the air now and at the pre.ent
rate of build, we expect the nuaber of LPTV stations to exceed the
nuMber of full power stations In the not so distant future. We are
providing the service we were created to provide. We Must have the
ear of our regulatory agency just as much, if not more, than full
power stations. .

OVer and over again in legislative hearings and before the
Co_ission in rule .akings, broadcasters have asked for "a level
playing field." LPTV needs ~ level playing field too; we deserve
the right to c0JftP'8te and earn a fair return on our investaents. But
while we are willing to c01llpete in the marketplace, our industry is
young and does not have the resources to compete with or mount the
lobbying efforts to which the Commission normally sees in dealing
with the NAB and MeTA. We come to Washington at our individual
expense to keep the Co_ission abreast of the progress of our
industry and to solicit your 8upport in maintaining our economic
future. Our requests are not burdensome to other industries or
groups and do not require great Staff efforts from the Commission.
They are reasonable, and they are critical to our industry.

Thanks again for your attention and cooperation. Copies of
this let r will be furnished to the Secretary for inclusion in the
racor 0 MM Docket Nos. 93-114 and 87-268.

Jud Colley
Pre.ident
COMMUNITY BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION

cc: Peter Tannenwald, Esq.

JC/k
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May 26, 1993

Mr. Bob Draft.on
Office of Ca.Mlssioner Barrett
FEDERAL COMMUNlCATI01IS COMMISSION
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

By Faesimile to (202) 632-5168

Dear Bob:

Thank you very Much for taking the tiMe to .eet with our group
f~om the C~unltyBroadcasters Association. As we discus••d, there
are several pressing issues facing our industry, including:

1. Four letter call signs without the" extra two-letter
suffix suggested in the NPRM 1n MM Docket No. 93-114 which
would tag LPTV stations as something different from normal
television.

2. Reasonable rates for leased access, to make eccess
realistically available to
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economic or other reasons. We have de.onstrated that we are, in
fact, fUlfilling this purpose. To ignore the aarket. we alone .erve
would be an unwarranted disservice to our listeners and a violation
of the fair and equitable frequency distribution principle ot
Section 307(b) of the Cc.aunications Act.

As you are aware we have Met with Co_Issloner Barrett and we
believe he appreciate. the importance our industry. There are over
1300 low power stations on the air now and at the pre.ent rate of
build, we expect the number of LPTV stations to exceed the n~r
of full power stations in the not so distant future. We are
providing the service we were created to prOVide. We must have the
ear of our regulatory agency just as much, if not more, than full
poto.'er stations.

OVer and over again 1n legislative hearings and before the
CO_18sion in rule _kings, broadcasters have asked for fla level
playing field." LPTV needs a level playing field too; we deserve
the right to compete and earn a fair return on our invest.ents~ But
while we are willing to compete in the marketplace, our industry IS
young and does not have the resourc•• to compete with or .ount the
lobbying efforts to which the Commission normally see. in dealinq
with the NAB and MeTA. We come to Washington at our individual
expense to keep the Co_ission abreast of the progress of our
industry and to solicit your support in maintaining our econoa1c
future. OUr requests are not burdensome to other industries or
groups and do not require great Staff efforts from the Commission.
They are reasonable, and they are critical to our industry.

Thanks again for your attention and cooperation. Copies of
this letter will be furnished to the Secretary for inclusion 1n the
rec of MM Docket Nos. 93-114 and 87-268.

Jud Colley
Pre81dent
COMMUNITY BROADCAS'l'!RS ASSOCIATION

cc: Peter Tannenwald, Esq.

JC/k


